These various degrees of congestion and atrophy, with perhaps necrosis of the hepatic cells, must affect the functional capacity of this organ in spite of its vast reserve power. Many of the less noticeable of the clinical features of cardiac failure may possibly be explained by minor degrees of liver insufficiency. Indeed, once the congestive cardiac failure has been treated, varying degrees of liver impairment may remain and perhaps produce rather vague, yet nevertheless distressing symptoms, which add to the burden of the cardiac patient.
The clinical features of a group of patients suffering from heart failure have been reviewed, in an endeavour to determine the part played by chronic venous congestion of the liver in the production of their symptoms.
Enlargement of the Liver
The size of the liver can be estimated by palpation, percussion and X-ray examination. Palpation is useful in determining the lower border of the liver. The presence of a Riedel's lobe, however, may be a source of error in this method. 
